Gabon, they compared a survey of ape nest sites in the early 1980s with survey results from 1998 to 2002.
The team found that the number of nest sites fell drastically, especially close to towns, where demand for bushmeat is high. But apes were also sparser close to sites of human Ebola outbreaks, suggesting that the ape population was infected and was spreading the disease to humans. (People are thought The Walsh-led team urges that the status of lowland gorillas and chimps be upgraded from endangered to critically endangered. The Nature authors argue that the only nearterm means of stemming bushmeat hunting is "massive investment" in law enforcement in parks. Battling the Ebola epidemic is less straightforward, partly because experts disagree about what's driving it. Some believe that logging is sparking outbreaks by disturbing the apes' habitat and putting them in closer contact with the as-yet-unknown Ebola reservoir-which could be bats, mice, or birds. If so, there might be little scientists can do except monitor.
Others, including Walsh, suspect that the sporadic human outbreaks in the 1990s resulted from a single, spreading epidemic transmitted ape to ape, as well as via other species. If so, Walsh thinks an experimental Ebola vaccine that has been shown to work on monkeys could help stem the epidemic in apes. But Ebola vaccine researcher Gary Nabel of the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland, cautions that the vaccine could not be used on wild apes without more evidence that it would work, which could take 1 to 2 years.
Conservation groups, scientists, and African officials met in Brazzaville, Congo, in March to discuss options and appeal to donors; they plan to meet again in May in Washington, D.C. Any action plan will first have to gain villagers' trust, Karesh says. Partly because of Ebola and the resulting social breakdown, unrest is high in Congo; vehicles are frequently attacked, and doctors investigating an Ebola outbreak were turned away from one village last year. Says Karesh: "It's just this downward spiral."
-JOCELYN KAISER

Ebola, Hunting Push Ape Populations to the Brink
Remains of the day. Veterinary scientist Annelisa Kilbourn (who died last November in a plane crash) holds a femur from a lowland gorilla that died in an Ebola outbreak.
Ontario Plans Major Cancer Institute
OTTAWA-Aiming to secure its place in biomedicine's major leagues, the government of Canada's largest province has announced plans to spend $680 million over the next decade to create the Cancer Research Institute of Ontario. Officials hope to attract hundreds of the best researchers in the world to an enterprise that so far exists mostly in the mind of Calvin Stiller, president of the Canadian Medical Discoveries Fund and chair of the Ontario Research and Development Challenge Fund.
"This is an extraordinary initiative. I'm not aware of any jurisdiction that has made this kind of a commitment to a disease," says Stiller, an immunologist at the University of Western Ontario in London. "It's like $100 [Canadian] for every man, woman, and child." Stiller says he and others hatched the idea of a cancer institute 3 years ago as a way to marshal the government's resources behind "an important human problem" and expand the province's existing scientific base.
Although the institute is mentioned in the provincial budget released late last month, the details are scanty. Stiller and Bette Stephenson, chair of the Ontario Innovation Trust and former provincial education minister, have been asked to craft a business plan over the next few months that includes infrastructure and staffing needs. Stiller expects that hundreds of scientists will eventually be hired, but first he plans to assemble a board of directors and a presidential search committee. "We want the very best individual in the world," says Stiller.
That shouldn't be a problem, says Harvard University cancer researcher Judah Folkman. Given the institute's projected budget, he predicts, it "will be able to attract more than one big name."
-WAYNE KONDRO
Wayne Kondro writes from Ottawa. 
